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Proverbs xvi. 32. 


Hz rHar 1s sLow To ANGER, Is BETTER THAN THE 

Micurr; AND HE THAT -RULETH His SPIRIT, 
‘THAN HE THAT TAKETH a Curr. 

‘ 
GoLoven, Htley: decided. the comparative 
merit of charaéters. Viewing through an im- 

Partial” medium their motives, plans of condué, 
and -on the public Manners 
and happine&, « he weighed them in an even bal- 
ance,” and fuffered intrinfic excellence only to 
preponderate. 

The contrafts, exhibited in the text, bring to 
view a refpectable proportion of every community, 
Either impetuofity or moderation, rafhnefs or cour. 


age, pufillanimity or fortitude, contentment or am. __ 


bition, generofity or avarice are leading features 
in the character of the principal members. Thefo 
virtues or vices, according to their natural tenden- 
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cy, lead to the elevation or debafement of perfonak” 
virtue, and to the promotion or deftru@ion of na~~ 4 
tional honor and happinefs. sol 3 

Men, who luft after power, and are ambitious) — 

of extenfive dominion, are juftly characterifed par. 
tial in reflection, hafty in refentment, precipitate im 
decifion, and inftead of acting on the broad fcale 
of virtue or of public utility, folely aim after per.” 
fonal aggrandizement.. Blindly-purfuing their maq 
fchemes, they forget, that an’ equitable exercife oF 
power is the offspring of a well regulated heart, ang 
that to check the turbulency of paflion, is the ben. 
affiftant in effecting honorable conquetts, Str = 
gers to confiftency, deaf tothe voice of Coney . 
and enemies to reafon, they impetuoufly preg, ¢-c= ~ 
ward to the accomplifhment of a favorite 
and rely for the pureft felicity on the fubj 
of millions to their defpotic fay. 

On the other hand, a perfect control 
erate indulgence of paffion lead to joftn 
tent of thought, coolnes of decifion, and a Props 
eftimate of the views, purpofes and provocation. ¥ 
of individuals and of communities:—The <Sy 
who is flow to anger, faffers no ill founded Preju_s 
dice; fuperficial examination,-hafty opinion or wilg- 
refolution to dire& his condué&. But relying on > : 
the deliberate conclufions of unbiafled reafon,- hig 
chief employmentis the difcovery of what is Tigh. 
and fit, and the’ public benefit is the grand Objege 
ofthis purfuit’ Thefe attainments are evidently= : 
the refult: of laudable proficiency in fel-govern - 
ment, When oppofed to the petulant, to wnprin_- 
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cipled feckers after power, or to fuch as are defir. 
ous of laying a foundation for univerfal empire, 
this defcription of charaéters is entitled to high ap. 
plaufe. In their praGtice is implied a refpect for 
the dictates of reafon and the precepts of the gof 
pel, 2 commendable folicitude for the harmony 
and happinefs of fociety, and an active purpofe to 
extend the knowledge and to promote the princi- 
ples of the divine government. 

The obfervations already made, exhibit the out. 
lines of the characters of thofe members of fociety, 
who give unbounded licenfe to paffion, and of 
fach as reftrain it within reafonable limits. To dif. 
play more explicitly the properties of perfonal dif. 
cipline, as oppofed to an infatiable thirft for power 
or extenfive conqueft; to deduce a preference 
in favor of the former, from the good effeéts it 
tends to produce; to confirm our remarks by hif 
torical examples; and to offer fome reflections fug- 
gefted by the fituation and profpects of our coun. 
try, form the defign of the enfuing part of the dit 
Courfe. nn ; 4 

~The general characterittic of perfonal difcipline 
is the honorable fupremacy it preferves over pat. 
fion, and the fubferviency it extorts from it, to the 
elevated defires, purpofes and purfuits of reafon, 

No confli& is ever more dangerous, violent or 

eventful, than this, maintained between thefe two 
effential and important parts of every human 
charaéter. It is dangerous, becaufe reafon is likely 
to be wounded and overcome in the conteft. jy 


is violent, becaufe the “ cafting of fire-brands, ay_ 
a 


rows © 


E.s JY 
rows and death” is the natural product of exceflive 
paflion. It is eventful, becaufe there is no empire 
fo defpotic, no tyranny fo oppreflive, no victory fa 
haughty and infolent,as that which is fupported Ox 
gained by paflion, A rifing fuperior to this danger 

afuccefsful oppofition to this violence,and an entire 
defeat of the hope of obtaining a victory can only 
be eife€ted by the man who habitually « ruleth hig. 
own {pirit.” ; ; 
Accriminal error in the ambitious,in men afpirin 
after power, whofe withes are fcarcely limited i P 
the univerfe, andwho cherifh the intention to co 7 
quer and opprefS it’s inhabitants, is that Pe 
neither eftimate the defign, dignity, nor capaci = 
of xeafon. Hurried blindfold by lutt, pride or ay 
rice, perfonal elevation is the motive, riches ~~ 
grandeur the objet, and deathlefs fame the aia Qu 
pated reward of their unabating enterprife, 
ander and Julius Czfar are ftriking examples —— 
the defpotic influence of paffion. Ignorant of gs 
command, and fearful of attacking fo roush See 
. . Oo? 
tried and formidable a fortrefs as their own hea. 
they wandered abroad in. purfuit of fomethix, SS 
which could equal their ambitious views. ‘W- ras 4 
ped in the illufions of fancy, thefe infolent and Ov BL 
bearing demagogues vainly hoped, that idiots, wy = 
refpect to the firft principles of governments:m} 7 3 
honorably afpire after, and fuftain univerfal_g, *t 
pire. Thefe are two of numberlefs inftances of os 
frenzy and diftraGtion, occafioned by checking tes “ 
exercife, and refifting the authority of reafons Ss 
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. Another diftinguifhing property of perfonal dit 
cipline is fortitude, which enables the mind to 
bear infolent treatment, originates juft conceptions 
of it’s nature, and dictates the exercife of patience 
in devifing means of redrefs. 

To oppofe infolence with forbearance is an im. 
portant chriftian attainment. This is the genuine 
fruit of fortitude, which is a chief promoter of the 

- dignity and ufefulnefs of man. 

Rightly to comprehend an injury, to conceive of 
it’s tendency, and to judge of the intended extent 
of it, are exceedingly neceflary, to proportion wife: 
ly our refentment to it’s deferts. Precipitancy, 
jealonfy or petulance entirely prevent thefe acquire- 
ments. They delude the fancy, contra& the un- 
derftanding, warp the judgment, and fear the con: 
{cience. Certainly then, a perfe@ felf&command 
will totally exclude thefe vices, as enemies to liberal . 
inveftigation and oppofers of truth. 

Fortitude is the defirable and happy medium 
between infenfibility and rafhnefs. It is not in. 
confiftent with atheen fenfe of injuries, neither 

is it fuperior to refentment. It wifely difcrim. 
inates between a hafty and inconfiderate fally of 
paffion, and a deliberate provocation. 

Equally diftant is this virtue from cowardice as 
from infenfibility. _ Although it is not hafty to re- 
fent an injury, it is prepared to repel it. Although 
it admits every honorable expedient to redrefy a 

, Stievance, to be preferable to fudden and Open 
hofiility, yet Se it’s brave and pious patron, 
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“Though an hoft fhould encamp againft me, yet 
will I not fear? r 
Diametrically oppofed to the condefcending quaq— 
ities of this amiable and chriftian virtue, are the 
impetuofity, violence and pride of perfons, whofe 
ambition is folely dire€ted to the taking of cities_ 
in an oppofite {eale with the prudence, forbearance, 
patient inquiry, firmnefs and magnanimity of fucky 
as cultivate the former, may be placed the incoy_ 7 
fideratenefS, temerity, avarice and infolence OF 
thofe who cherifl the latter, and this will lead to 4 
animpartial opinion of this part of their refpeCtivg 


characters. 

As felfgovernment begets a noblenef a 
elevation of foul, to eftimate and endure a : 
ries, it alfo originates a boldnefs of fentimen - 


an animated, rational and inextinguifhable cou,” 
ages ~ 


Temperance and perfeverance in the moment 
fevere trial are prominent features in the heroig = 
of atruly--valiant ‘man. . Neither appalled by: en 
approach of danger, nor alarmed by it’s probaly SS 
confequences, his manly.ixmnef and intrepidj, 
ferve fora fhield, which the impetuous ardor of sf 
hoftile foe can never penetrate. 

True courage is diftinguifhed from it’s countey 
feit by a conitant preparednefs for the fevereft Cone 
fia, by a noble contempt of life and it’s molt valy_ 
ed comforts, when the interefts of liberty, VTtaQ 
or religion are at hazard... Every partial or inter _ 
efted confideration is facrificed to the advanceM@Ny 
of the public good. 

A May : 
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A man of courage exhaufts not his ardor on tri- 
fling, ludicrous, or unimportant occafions, but 
wifely apportions it to the value of the object, and 
the urgency of-the feafon. 

This virtue is efpecially diftinguithed from the 
licentigus fury of an avaricious purfuer of power 
or conqueft, as it is reftrained by reafon, and re. 
ceives additional. and well-direéted fervor from 
exercife. 

Having taken this view of fome of the difcrimi. 
nating properties of perfonal difcipline, let us con- 
template it’s moft important effets, and afcertain 
their preference to the diferaceful confequences of 
an ungoverned luft of empire: 

Undifturbed refle@ions, equanimity and ration- 
al comfort are the ftreams, inceflantly lowing from 
this pure fource, to refreth the individual. 

Entertaining only moderate views and reafona- 
ble expeétations, having enlightened reafon for his 
unerring and fure guide, he is not precipitated into 
the tranfports of paflion, which occafion a depar- 
ture from. Ateady, courfe of virtuous practice. 
Always having command of his underftanding and 

reflections he is not fickle in his inclinations, nor 

unftable in his purpofes. Being fettled, refolute 
and confcientious; ae mind is undifturbed, his con. 

{eience calm, and all his tefleGions cheerful. 

This perfect {elf-command is alfo a very happy 
mean of promoting the true dignity of man. Tf, 
preferves in their proper fubordination the infe. 
rior qualities of his nature. Jt gives full {cope to 


the 
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the active energies of the mind. It completes the _ 


focial, moral and religious character. 

On the other hand, an ambition for power op 
conqueft is always reftlefs, Originating in felfiqh 
and avaricious views, exercifing the corrupt ang 
perverfe difpofitions of the heart, and having fo, 
it’s object the eftablifhment of univerfal defpotifing 
it tends to enervate the mind, to produce a con. 


ftant fermention in the heart,and laftingly to checle 


the exercifé of every focial and pure fentiment.. 


The efficacy of felf-overnment when exercifeg- 


by the members of a community, 
- ly noticeable, as it’s tendency is, 
preferve harmony and order; 

As perfonal comfort is the fruit of a Peaceful 
undifturbed mind, fo the welfare ana Kappinery ang 
nation muit depend on a freedom from thee 
fes of unbridled paflion. A reftlefs and Peevifh “st 
irritable and turbulent temper is a Principal e ant 

of the uneafinefles and contentions, the tumults me 
commotions,which have defaced the penatyremis. 
terrupted the order of the moral kingdom of Got 

Private grudges and public contefts, in eines 

with the long train of calamities, refultine 
war, may be traced to this impure and 8 
fource. 

Individuals and nations, who have tufted after. 
conquefts, have miftaken their tendency, and the 
efleds, they have generally produced. Infteag 
of entiching, they impoverith, inftead of ftrengthy 
ening, they weaken a government. The re. 

fources, 
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fources; extenfively diftributed, are beyond the, 
yeach of being fuddenly called into ation, or 
of affitting to ward off any: unexpected or unfore- 
feen difafter.. The Romans therefore, are the only, 
caend ‘nation, who have grown rich by their 
conquéfts, and this becavfe they exacted very little 
in the form of tribute.* - ais 

This difpofition, which has often proved ruinous, 

d laid~a foundation for national degradation 
ey diferaces jt was an expreis purpofe of the Jews 
and frenfation to prohibit. They were forbid- 
iene dertake any wars through caprice, ambi- 
; ia difpofition for conqueft, and as.a check-to 
Hone eceflary wafte and havock, which are au- 
the n5 oa by-the practice of other nations, were 
es wie {imple queftion ; Are the trees enemies, 

Keo i fo that you muft cut 
which C22 ight againft you, y' 


them 40° ahiens example and inftru@ions of our 
The ee and his immediate followers tend to 
Divin «ne this corrupt principle. The number- 
underm4s ts; to guard againft oftentation, envy, 
lefs peered to “ take heed, and beware of covet- 
pride, are fo many moral le&tures on the im- 
ouine!s» of perfonal difcipline, and are intended 
DOS the growth of a tyrannical and domi- 
to pre 


ing cempere f . 
neer! ert in this country little encouragement 
5 en found for the indulgence of/an unreafon- 
4 isd 
nie defire of power, or a fpirit of conqueft. ‘The 


early 


> Pricftly 


+ Lectureson Hitory. + Jews’ Letters in anfwer to Voltaire. 
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early education and habits of it’s inhabitants, the 
laws, the government, and efpecially the chriftian 
religion are peculiarly favorable to the extinction 
of an ambitious and diffocial fpirit, and give all 
poflible patronage to the mild, peaceful and unaf 
piring qualities of the heart. 

It fhould neither be charged to oftentation nor 
ambition, if, from the hiftory of the prefent age, we 
adduce examples for an unequivocal illuftration of 
the fentiment, we are endeavoring to eftablith. 

. -Toayail ourfelves of a decided proof, that per. 
fonal. difcipline'is preferable to.a luft of empire, 
we-need only contraft the meek,, contented; firm, 


courageous, unambitious and unafluming difpof.. 
tion of a WASHINGTON, with the proud, often, 


tatious, luftful, and afpiring temper of a) Buona. 
parte. ree 

We may alfo fuccefsfully oppofe the uNexXany, 
pled patience and perfeverance, magnanimity an a 
well regulated independence of an ADAMS, to the 

headftrong lufts and pailions, or even to the mo 
refpedtable attainments of all the proud plunde,_ 
ers and conquerors of the world. 

Still more forcibly to demonftrate the idea, We 
may purfue-the analogy between the moderatioy, 
forbearance, juftice and unvaried inflexibility of 
the SUPREME EXECUTIVE of our Nation, and 
the precipitancy,inconftancy, violence and outrage, 
which have-prevailingly dictated the meafures.o¢ 
the Direétory..of France. 

The event of the prefent conteft for dominion 
in the elder world, it is impoffible certainly to pre_ 
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dict. Jt feems however, that no limits are fixed 
to their defires, nor any bounds fet to their efforts. 
If an opinion may be formed from the pait difpen- 
fations of providence, it apes ae a eagoms 

G ; fo wage war with the univerfe, 
which prefumes t 


d in effect t0 affume the prerogatives of its SU- 
* an 


PREME FORMER a ‘GOVERNOR, mu be 
humbled «wanton -avowal of being in queft of 
J “a empire, and of it’s being their fixed pur- 
poive® fraternize and fubjugate this weftern world, 
pole Pes of freedom muft be feized with more 
1 thargic ftupidity, not to be aroufed. When. 
sp2P ded of the political annihilation of Venice * 
¢ em example of their future debafement, and 
as or the infolent and perfidious treatment of Ita~ 


ae olland and Switzerland are candidly. confid- 


Y? , she native enctgy of independent Americans 
exes ms ex fleep. © The love of rational liberty, 
ore vedly characterized, anda 


wi «ay they are defer y 

for whic ae of the earnings of honeft and la. 

«ft ie aon willcommand an obedient atten- 

i eee a calls of their country, and a willingnefS 
t 


é Bi 
4308 en every reafonable facrifice for it’s perma. 


5 pent fecurity- In 


inary in France, to the 
es from our Envoys Extraordinary in ‘ 
par States. 
fis} J and interefting detail of the condu& of France 
cM sped inthe Obfervations on the Difpute 
Baek fw . fe gas addrefied by Robert Goodloe Hay 
U nited eee conftituents.” Every casi perwfer will be 
per of South cassia 3G of wantonnels and infincerity should infpire 


. ha int ; : 
Big = thefe States with caution and firmnels. 
the inhabit 
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In a feafon of common danger, the benefit of af. 
fociations, formed to extend a knowledge of the 
military art, is readily perceived. There is then in 
referve acompetency of the fkill, dexterity, firmnefs 
and heroifm, which are indifpenfably requifite to 
the fuccefsful defence of an:invaded country. A 
hopeful profpeét then prefents, of finding experi- 
enced veterans, who refolutely refift the firft tranf. 
ports of paffion, and who are impelled to aétion by 
a nobler motive than a love of conqueft. ‘In fuch 
{chools, a knowledge of taftics is acquired, a fpirit 
of enterprifé encouraged; and patterns of patience 
and intrepidity uniformly difplayed. 

“The exemplary attention, which has been paid 
to the diffufion of military {kill, refleas honor on 
our rulers, as it isa demonfiration of their una, 
bating vigilance, and is a confoling circumftance 2 
the prefent interefting period. - Jt infpites q eae 
Suine belief, that “if imperious neceflity ungienss 
we fhall not be found encumbered by 2 ftupid bisa 
Suor, neither hurried to a@ion by an impetugy, 
zeal. But perfuaded, that our refentment is au 
thorized by the cool difcuffions of re : 


afon, and pot 
feffed of the fortitude, which is the bet and mot 


impregnable armor, the anticipated hour of dangey 
will be realized by us, to be a feafon of perfect fecy.. 
rity. er 
Neither Lacedzemonian folly or fuperftition thal} 
ever regulate‘the vibrations of the hearts of Amer. 
icans. Being fatisfied that the meafure of aggreffion 
and infolence is filled up, Whether the moon fhalj 
have 


_ confider it’s primary purpofe to b 
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have juft commenced it’s courfe, is totally eclipfed, » 


or fhines in it’s full brightnefs, if our country call, 


we mutt obey- st 

While the general attention of our citizens fs she 
making of laudable acquirements deferves highly 
with particular pleafure, Gen- 


to be applauded, it is able Artillery 


tlemen of the Ancient and Boney fami. 
Company, that we recognife the Se ae 
inftitution, witnels it’s prefent igor es =e 
tion, and affure you of our firm reuap 
experience, fortitude and courage. 

encated in the belief, that temporary amie 
ment or pleafureis but a fecondary aeuanenn 
in the eftablifhment of fuch a femimary, you Wh 
e a fchool, in 
which you may imbibe the principles, Cc ae 
views, and form the habits, which are calculate so 
render you eminently ferviceable to your Pe 

The diftinguifhing traits of a good te me a 
fxill in his profeflion, a perfect ie ov i 
pafiions, calmnefs in the hour of trial, an aa arg- 
ed patrictifm., Regulated by thefe, you ¥ i 
fuffer your regard to the public interefts, to ven = - 
{elf in a furious or overheated zeal, neither w = 
difficulty approaches, will you want the seats 
refolutely to embrace every neceflary Bae Jaan 
defence of your dear-bought privilege : ca 
of power or conqueft is a debafing P* on nies 
cherifhed as any other than a abe € tive, 
you will evidence it to be your Prev ng princi- 
Cc : ple, 


ie es. TP ce 
ple, to contend rather for fafety than triumph, for 
the common good than perfonal glory. 

To the friends of America it is an exhilarating 
circumftance, that in your number is perceived 
fome of the temperate, yet inflexible, refolute and 
active fupporters of the late glorious revolution. 
An equally generous principle with that, which 
then glowed in your bofom, we doubt not, if cir- 
cumftances require, will again ftimulate you to ac- 
tion. Onyou we rely for an example of prudence 
to our youth, of reftraint, to check their natural 
impetuofity, and of wifdom, to direé: their ardor 
into it’s proper channel... May the efficacy of your 
exertions be perceived, the refpegtability of your 
inftitution increafe, and numbers in future be 
found, worthy of being added to your fair cata. 
logue of Patriots. 

My Fellow Countrymen will permit me to con. 

‘ gratulate them on the mixed moderation and per. 
feverance, coolnefs and decifion, wifdom and up, 
rightnefs, which dignify the tranfactions of our 
government. Thefe truly form a fplendid exhibi, 
tion of the glorious triumphs of reafon. 

Every honeft member of the community will 
feel indifpenfably obliged, to cultivate the fame pa~ 
cific and condefcending temper. Such are the 
prefent limits of our country, that extent of terri- 
tory can be no motive with’ us, to endeavor to in. 
créafe» our power, or to enlarge our conquetts. 
Our affluence and profperity have fo rapidly in- 


created, that it would be madnefs to apply to this 
is fource 


ta os 
fource for a valuable addition. Unlefs therefore 
the dignity of our government, or our rights as an” 


_ independent nation are implicitly or openly difput- 
‘ed, it will be honorable in us, to “ ftudy the things, 


which make for peace,” and tobe ansious to ob- 
tain “*no other conquefts, but thofe of the pat 
fions, and no other triumphs, but thofe of juftice 
and humanity.” 

For the acquiring of this difpofition we are to re- 
member, that the adventurer in the chriftian war- 
fare is required, to be “temperate in all things.”” 
The licentioufnefs of ungoverned paflions, and the 
vifionary projeéts of infatiable ambition do not ac- 
cord with the requifitions of the gofpel, or the fpi- 
rit of it’s Divine Author. When pointed to “the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them,” 
which are happily fuited to nourith the vanity of a, 
corrupt heart, fo perfeét was his felf-command, 
that he viewed them as a gilded trifle, and the fe. 
licity they promifed, empty and delufive. 

In attempting to copy this perfect pattern of 
fubjeftion to the difcipline of reafon, it will be 
laudable in us, to aim after a humble but the great. 
eft poflible refemblance. The feafon of combat~ 
ing Our appetites and paffions, and of endeavoring 
to fubjec them to the fuggeftions of our under. 
ftanding, and the laws of the gofpel, will be but 

fhort. “Eternity will be long enough to repay 
us,” ‘There will then be a full difpley of the con. 
quefts of reafon, i j 


ot 
ee. he 


he. hall ee ee ey ee 


f 20] ; 
The fading glories of this world will foon lofe pe 2 
their attraction: Uncorrupting palms of victory : 7 
are promifed to the perfeveringly patient, refolute 
and intrepid. The faithful fubjects of communi- 
ties and empires are then to be admitted into “a 
| kingdom, which cannot be moved oe where the Bs 
SUPREME LORD of the univerfe maintains an 
} 
j 


equitable and impartial dominion, and the righ. figs 

teous fhall come off conquerors, and “ more than v 
) conquerors” over the enemies of their {piritual 
comfort, “ through Him, who hath loved, and ys - : 


who hath given himfelf for us.’” ‘ ® 


